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From General Butler to Mrs. Butler
Head Quarters Dept of Virginia and JVortA Carolina, Army of the James, in the Field, VA., Nov. S&d, 1864
MY DEAREST WIFE: Two, three, four days have I looked in vain all through the mail for a letter from you, but Alas! Alas! I found none. Have you forgotten me quite? Do you mean to leave me here mid storm and mud unceasing, to perish unheeded? Do these rainy days pass so quickly and swiftly that you have no time for me? You cannot be sick or I should have heard. Well, well, we must bear it all with a "patient shrug for sufferance is the badge of all my tribe."
Yours, BENJ.
From Mrs. Butler to General Butler
FOBTBJSSS MONEOB, Tuesday, Nov. 22, '64
You know, my dear, how ready you were to return to camp life. Now confess, are you not a little wearied with what it offers ? Would you not really prefer Washington or New York? I tell you at once that last night and today I am restless and depressed. It is the result of things I cannot control and must endure as best I can. Nor is it in your power to give me aid, as it refers to sickness and the sight of others' distress.1
I should be glad if you were Secretary of War. The excitement of Washington life would be better for me now, both mind and body, than to watch the progress of a terrible disease. Mrs. Read is here. Her lively nonsense will help along the days. Susan, when she is settled, will share the duty.
There is a French woman here, the wife of Dr. Kinsman, not the one you know, but a cousin who studied in Paris and married there. The lady, Dr. McCormick says, speaks pure Parisian. With a little kindness and attention from us she will be willing to be agreeable in return and talk French with Blanche for the pleasure of chatting with us in English. I shall further this acquaintance as much as possible for Blanche's benefit. I think a teacher in music can be had from Norfolk. In this way her time will be fully occupied. This morning I went in to hear the boys' lessons. Mr. Owen says they have made greater progress the past six months than he has ever seen children do before in the same time. Today he asked leave of absence for four days to visit Newburn. He leaves
1 Mrs. Harriet Heard had been brought to Fortress Monroe.